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' Onein the Country, to a Member of Parliament, intreating ( 


this Seſſion, may take to their Conſideration, the Lament- 
i. able Condition of the Poor. 


ELSSR, . * | N 
1 FJ Owever unconcerned the moſt of Men may be, in what relates to the 
| Good of a Society ; Or that it may be nothing the Duty of ſome to 

"Notice what is not within their private Station, yet this General aud extreamly 
-tobe La:nented Inconveniency, from the Greivous Condition of the Poor,” and 
' the Unequal and little provident way of Supplying them, is a Calamity o little 
\ Tolerable, as the almoſt alike Impulſe, that torced the Speechleſs Son to ſpeak tor 
- diverting an !mminent hazard to his Father, may put every one as they are able 

to Cry tor Help in this Aﬀair, and makes me by this Line, in ſome Meaſure, to 
endeavour the laying before you your Duty as a Member of this enſuing Parl.a- 

ment. 

..? The way of Supplying the Poor of this Nation, and there being neceſſ.tat 
To beg through the Countrey, has ſo many Palpable Inconveniencies attending 
. It, as makes Obvious how equally Hurtful it is to Our Religious and Civil Inte- 
reſt; That way of Living giving occaſion of what,to the 5candal of Religion, is 

the greate{tNurſery of Sin arid Wickedneſs ; and ſurely there is Apparent Necei- 
ſity of appoititing ſuch Methods in this Aﬀair, as may tend to the Competent 
: Supply of the truely Poor, Unable to do for their own $Subſiſtance, and utterly 
. Banith and put away that wicked Cuſtom of Begging by Sorners and Healthy 
- Perſons of both Sexes ,who generally as Beaſts live Promiſcuouſly, without reſpect 

to Laws, either Dirine or Humane. I am ſenſible the Difficulties in finding what 
may Efetuat this, ſo Great a Reformation,are near to. being Unſuperable; yet 
the Laudable Practice of ſome other Nations, may perſwade of its being attain- 
able, ard that we are uriequal in Riches, to ſuch as does ſo provide for theiri oor, 
1s to me no Afrgtiment againſt, tut fcr its being done, ſince Uncontravertedly 
the Nation would five by ſo doing, and almoſt the halt of what is now given, 

- would competently Supply the truely Indigent, and to our Unexpreſlable Advan- 
- tage, the many Vagrant and idle Perſons now in the Country, might be lor their 
own andthe Nations good, put to labour in fome ManufacQories fitted tor them; 
| And as it is Undubted[y our Nations Intereſt, we have a Foreign Plantation, which 
| may not only to our Profit, take of the: Native Product of our Country, but may 

be ſor Receiving, and competently Intertaining a great many Feople v hich may 

: be ſpared rhere from ; So this Merhod, to the Unconeivable Advantage of {uch a 

| Project, an to the Nations Good beyorid Expreſſion, would tend to the Furniſh- 

10g of Perſons much fitted therefore. And as indeed the Advantages from ſuch & 
regular method will be both Great arid Numerous ; So if there were no other thert 

- the Credit and Advantage the Nation, to both our Religious and Cilvil Intereſt 
- 'will have by Taking arid Keeping a very Great: Number of Youths of both Sexes 

. * from this Miſerable Cuſtom: of Begging. which brings them: to ſuch a Habit of 
 - living Idlie, as renders them not only abſolutely Uſeleſs in; but a Plague to theif 
. « Country. It might ofir ſelfbe ſufficient to induce to what will overcome the 

Difficulties it! this, ſodefireable a Work. I have indeed ſuch a Senſe ofthe Frailry 
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in Man diſabling to the Rightly doing what js Good, as makes me ſee the Un- 
reaſonablenels ofthat Popiſh tener anenc Merit ; Yet can withConfidence ſay, 
who does Conſcencioutly concern themſelves in this fo plainly from the Word of 
GOD, the Duty of Mankind will not only to their Eternal Advantage, pain 


what in Compariſon is only deſirable, but they may thereby in thmgs Temporal, 


draw down upon, and Rivet a Bleiling to themſelves and their Polterity. 

I ſhall not Undervalue what this Seiiion of Parliament has the.Proſpedt of doing 
for the Good of the Nation ; and I Cheerfully wiſh they ſucceed in their Endea- 
vours, yet I do ſay, all under their Condition comes not near to what may Un- 
doubtedly be-the NationsInterelt from ſodefirable an At, which will Eternize 
the Memory of this Se{l'on, as it will be to the Unconceivable Reputation and 


Honour of His Majeſty's Commiſſioner ; Yea after Apes, ſpeaking of the Peign | 
of Our preſent Soveraign will not do it under the Denomination ot King William | 
the 24. but King Wi/liam in whoſe Reign the Act effetually regulating the Foor, l 


. was made and duely Execute. 
Surely if my Pen were able to expreſs what my Heart conceives of the Cala- 
mitous Condition of the Poor, and the Advantages that will occur from their-be- 


ing ſutably relieved, 1 think I could give Arguments moving the hardeſt of hearts - 


M-the moitunconcerned of Mankind, to endeavour'it: But I know ye may juft- 


ly ay, the Difficulty lyes not in enforcing what is ſo obvious to the leaſt think. © 


ing of Perſons, but in propoling the Remedy. 


| amſeniible it were Arrogance almott altogether unjuſtifiable, my pretending | 
to dire& in ſo great a Matter, and where there are ſo great and knowing Perſons, " 


p 


who upon ſedate Contideration will ſee unto the Means for accompliſhing this 


ſo deſirable and undoubtedly excelling a Reformation; Yet 1 do hereby preſume 
toſay, that noAct that can be conceived, relating to this Aﬀair, will take eflect, 
unleſs the Execution thereot be otherways directed than has been hitherto. And 
I truly conceive, would it pleaſe the Parliament , to name ſome conſiderable 
number of the moſt Conſcientious Nobility, Gentry and Burgelles, eſpecially. in 


or near about Edinburgh, Glaſgow, . or other Places of greateſt Reſort within 


the Kingdom, who by a Law might be Erected into a Society or Company, 


| having Power toeſtablith their Rules for Management, into whoſe hands the Ex- * 
ecution of the Law tor Regulating the Poor might be Committed, there may be : 
a Competent Number ot ſuch Condeſcended upon, as will chearfully from Con- * 


ſcience underly the Trouble : I ſhall again lay, it were Impertinent in me to pro- 
poſe what 15 neceflar to come under Conſideration in a Method of this Kind; but 


ſurely as the Burrows now appointed to put up houſes for receiving Vagrant + 
Perſons, are unable to the doing thereof, ſo much leſs do they know how profi- | 


tably to provide for and imploy them in Work. Andas there muſt be Rules laid 


down to know what Super-numerary Poor are in Pariſhes throughout the King- * 


dom, beyond their Power to mantain, and how and where theſe are to be man- 
tain'd; ſo at Edinburgh, and other fit Places, there would be Manufa@orics for re- 
ceiving Young ones and others, not knowing how, orunwilling to imploy them- 
ſelves in ſome Work ſuteable to their Capacity. I freely grant you, the View of 
the Difficulties occurring 1s indeed great, yet undoubtedly they are ſuperable,and 
the Advantages accreſcing from the Work done, will unconceivably overballance 
them. Indeed there could beno Thonght of any realonable Acting Fn this Aﬀair, 
without putting into the Truſt of the Society ſo Ereted, a Competent Stock 
enabling to the Mantainance of the fuper-numerary Poor , that Pariſhes are not 
able to mantain, and ſetting up atEdinburgh, and ſome other Places, ManuſaQo- 
ries for putting to Work Young Ones and others, that may otherwayes want 
the Occaſion, or be unwilling to Imploy themſelves : And I verily think a Stock 
of near Twenty Thouſand Pound Szeriing imployed by the Publick ior that Ule, 
would be Money ſo profitably diſpoſed ot, as never had the Country Occaſion 
more chearfully to give ; And I conceive the Society might be ſo Conilitute, as 
there would be more than probable Grounds it would not tail by Miſmanagement. 
The Money may be ſo ſoon needful,as will at leaſt require a Months Ces yearly 
whillt it were compleated. I ſhall readily grant, that what the Parliament may 
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at this time ſ& otherways needful, will render any thought of further impoſing 


upon the Country grievous; but ſurely upon Conſideration, any Impoſition to this 
Effet can never be cdn{idered a Burden; tor it is but putting the Country to give 
in a Regular Method what they otherways muſt, and does give toa greater quan- 
tity and leſs profitably. 

Sir, I acknowledge thisRepreſented may be by many conſidered,but an impra” 
Qicable Notion, and what will have but the Efte&t of other Endeavours hitherto 


' made, in Regulating what relates to thePoor; and it ſhall be well fatisfieing tome 


ifit (hall only put you and others of the Members of Parliament, to think upon 
what may be practicable. In my Converſe through the Country, Ifind ſome of 
conſiderable Intereſt partly unconcerned in the Poor, and without Bowels of 
Compaſſiontowards them,. and willing to proceed in any Method eaſeful to them- 
ſelves, albeit having the Proſpect of a diretul Calamity to the Generality of the 
of the Poor throughout the Kingdom; Others do not Comprehend how, albeit 
they be willing in their Stations ſuteably to Act in this Aſſair: And ſurely, if 
there be from the Word of GOD a Tye upon Chriſtians to a poſitive Duty, it is 
to that of Charity ; and 1s it poſſible for your great Meeting more truly toevince 
the Senſe of their Obligation thereto, than by doing what is not only ſo much 
the Nation's Civil Intereſt, but will be Charitable to a very high Degree. I do 
remember to have read a Sermon upon that Subject, Preached by Dr. Barrow u- 
pon a Hoſpital day, before the Mayor of London, which if peruſed by you and 
your Fellow-Commillioners would perſwade, that than Charity to the Poor, 


there is no Duty more peremptorly commanded; But that Sermon being long 


and now ſo much out ofPrint,as it may not come to your hand,it is like you may 
if you call at Mrs, Og/ton or Fohn Mackie their Shops, have a kind of Abridge- 


- ment thereof, but in two or three Sheets as may fatisfie; Ye cannot to greater Ad- 


vantage for-your Countrey or your Self imploy the utmoſt of your Endeavours, 
than in doing for the Good of the Poor, what After-Ages may Rejoice in; And 
that GOD may put into your hearts ſuteably to endeavour it, and Bleſs the ſamen 
with Succeſs, is, and ſhall be the hearts Deſire of 


SIR, 
io May Tour Aﬀetionat and 
I 700, humble Servant. 


P.-8: 
am (ſo ſatisfied of that Method appointing each Paroch to mantain their own 
| Poor, as I wiſh it were put in Execution ; but ſurely, its being duely done 
needs much to be enquired into, and it were a Calamity very Intolerable, ifby 
its not being General, and every One, Great and Mean put to their Duty there- 
in ; the Poor in ſome Places ſhould be hindred to Beg, yet be in a ſtraitned and 
ſtarving Condition, where-from will arite no {mall part of the Work of the Society 
burdened to ſee to the Execution of theſe Laws. And as it might not be [Impro- 
per, to give ſome General DireCtions to the Paroches, as to the Method of their 
Ating;So if it be worth your Peralal; I ſend you under-written what was intended 
to be the Ryle for proceeding in this Affair by a Paroch Neighbouring to your 
ſelt. | 
Theſe within the Paroch of :n Obedience to the "Acts for regu- 
lar Mantenance of the Poor, and as being fully ſenſible of the many and Great 
Inconveniencies from Begging, both to the Receivers and Givers of Charity do 
reſolve. 
Is makean exact Liſt of all ſuch within the Paroch, as cannot of themſelves 
Subſilt. 

. 2. As being Conſcious of the poſitive and plain Command of GOD, that the 
Poor have Liberal and Comfortable Mantenance, they will allot to theſe, as can 
nowayscontribute to their own Subſiſtance, One Peck of Oat-Meal Weekly, and 
One Shilling Scors each Day in Money,. | 
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3. Theſe Needy and Impotent ED, being reduced out ofthe Liſt, they will 
allow to the Remander ſuch a Proportion of Meal or Money, as with what they 
ſhall be able to gain by their own Labour, may be the Mean of their comfort- 
able Subſiſtance. | YI0OR 2: 
© 4- Where Parents are Burdened with Children beyond their Ability to Mantzif 
they are to be Ranked in two ſorts, and either conſidered as Children 'of Parents; 


whoalbeit Indigerit,are Sober and Willing to endeavour theirChriſtiar Educationg,4$9 


| or that they are Children of Prophane and Careleſs Parents, whofe eximple may, 


yea does draw their Children to alinoſt every evil, and in the firſt caſe does re- 
ſfokve anſwerable to the number and need of ſuch Children, to give to the Parents 
what may enable them to their :Childrens mantainance; and encourage their 
endeavours in their ſutable Education : And in the' Second, do reſolve to take 
from Prophane and Careleſs Parents, ſuch Children as they are not able to man- 
tain, and diſpoſe of them in Familys, where they may by Precept and Example 
have the Means of Knowledge, and a Chriſtian Education; They are at School 
or otherways, to be taught at leaſt to Read the Word of GOD, and, as according' 
to their Ability and their Learning toRead will allow, they are to be*Serviceable 
in any Employment within their power, ſo the Pariſh is'to give ro the Maſter 
of that Family in which they are, ſo much;'as' their giving the Young One ither 
Meat, Cloaths or Learning, ſhatl tot be their Burden. ; 

5. Suchas are without Parents and indigent, are tobe diſpoſed of as the Chil- 
dren of the Profane and careleſs, and it's hoped every honeſt Man will be ſenfis 
ble of their having Credit, yea even Advantage in their Educating a: poor one, 
whois in aſpecial manner owned of God, fo as with confidence may be expect- 
ed the repayment of what is rightly done to them. 

6. This diviſion being made, and a true Computation of what the whole will 
xmount to, there is to be choſen ſix or more honeſt Men within the Pariſh, who: 
are to Stent all the inhabitants, Maſters of Familys and others according to theip. 2 
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dience to ſo laudable and Chriftian a praQtife+:"So it were deſireable:that Autha® 
tity were apply to, that, by ſome publick A& they would Authorize ſuch Stent 
Maſters, *\s the Stent Rolls duly Subſcribed, might at leaſt be ground of a Claim 
for obtaining the Sentence of a Judge for the dueand read y payment thereof; 

9. Becauſe the circumſtanceseven of the givers of Charity may alter, ithe Stent 
Roll by new Stent-Maſlters is to be renewed every Year, and if the Number an 
Circuimnftances of thePoor dovary, ſoas more yea even leſs may be required, thi 
Roll is kkeways in either of theſe Caſes, to be altered, when ever they do occur. + 
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" SIR, 2 | LY 0 
rg T is like it may bethought this weekly allowance may be too latge, but were 
I I tp Vote in this Aﬀair, I would not be ſo perſwaded, for a poor Man or 
Woman having their health, yet unable to do any thing for their own Subſiſtance, 
could not-well be maintained with Leſs, and if their Inclination to meat, through 
ſickneſs, age or any accedent, ſhould be leſined, they willmeed to as oreat ar- 


Expebſe-under theſe circumſtances to beiſupply'd. And when it ſhall gleaſe- God / 


to bring ViRual to the uſual Price, this allowance fyr the Poor willtextend #6 #6). 
oj6at Matter. © It may be reaſoned the COVIeoey of appointing, whagmhe" Pak: 
meat ititends for this ule its being uplifted FP le, ſince other WiySrrany. eazt* 


fo the giving in Charity may be miſſed,” butt what is appointed by Bs! 
other Neetbna then, whatis the uſual way of oplifting in ahi þ ins 
ing {6 little to/Anſwer whit isexpeRed therefrom; 1 coneeive 
| will uncontravertedly be moſt effetual, and the Mannapers in giving the 
idhisto'thePardches, as 'to their Stenting, may ſd'dide 

calar-reſpe&' to'Servarits and all others, as they nidybe able'to ind & 
eas by the uſudl way of paying publick burdens are 'exe; "ther. 
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